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Dear parents,  

I can’t believe I am thinking about November already! Happy Thanksgiving to you and your families! We truly have much to be thankful for such as 
living in this beautiful valley and benefiting from one of the leading districts in the state and probably the nation.   

I have several items to share. First, the School Community Council meets regularly throughout the year as a committee focused on school 
improvement and backed with funding from the state. This is a team of volunteer parents and staff members who freely give of their time. Our 
annual fall report is available on the school web page and at the school. For your convenience it will be posted on the bulletin board just inside the 
front doors. If you have specific questions, please feel free to ask me or any council member. I express a sincere “thank you” to all of you who 
volunteer in classrooms, as watch dogs, with the PTA, read with children, and everything else you do to make Birch Creek Elementary a wonderful 
school!   

Second, we have an incredible school with truly amazing teachers! Have you ever considered the daily life of a teacher? After years of study to earn 
a college degree, teachers give freely of themselves to bless the lives of children every single day. As a public Title 1 school, it is the parent’s right 
to know the teachers’ qualification status of their student’s classroom teacher. To do this, parents may call 435-752-3925 and speak to the Human 
Resources Office.  

Next, parent cooperation is so appreciated! You are amazingly prompt in paying lunch money, picking up kids, supporting school needs, and trusting in 
your student’s teacher and staff of the school. In an effort to do so, please do not leave cars unattended along the curbs leading into the school. 
Over the past few weeks we have had multiple incidents where this had stalled buses in delivering kids, congested traffic for other parents and 
students, and put children and adults in danger while walking between traffic. I recognize that this seems to be a petty issue. In an effort to 
accommodate everyone, if you need to leave your car, please park on the city street or in the parking lot on the southwest side of the building.   

Finally, I love having the kids here at the school! It is a highlight of my day to interact personally with them. The school is a place designed just for 
children! However, to best serve the kids, teachers need time to prepare without having to chaperone students. You know what it is like in your own 
house to try to get things done while keeping an eye on little ones. Unless a student is here to read with an adult or has arranged to work with a 
teacher or other staff, they should not to be in the classroom hallways before 8:40 AM. Those students who do come early will be asked to work on 
a self-paced reading program in the computer lab. Afternoons are similar and unless a student is staying for the after school program, students 
should not plan to just “hang out.”   

It is only with the cooperation of all stake-holders that we can succeed as a school to our greatest capacity. Thank you again for all that you do for 
the education of your child and the support of the staff at Birch Creek Elementary.  

Sincerely,                   
John Anderson, Principal  

Calendar Events 

    Nov. 4 – PTA meeting 10:00 

    Nov. 7 – AR cutoff date 

    Nov. 11 – No school (professional developmental day) 

    Nov. 26, 27, & 28 – No school (Thanksgiving break)  



  

 

First of all, I would like to thank all of you that have so generously donated your time to help the PTA with the 

various activities we have had the past several weeks. I know how busy life is and so appreciate your willingness 

to help! 

I hope that you and your children have settled into a nice "school" routine and that you are enjoying the 

beautiful fall weather. I would encourage you to etch out a few minutes of time each day to interact with your 

children and to read with them. As a busy mom of 4 children myself, I know how crazy life can get. With 

everyone going in different directions sometimes it is hard to find one on one time with each of my kids and 

even more difficult to get everyone together as a family. But I also know how important it is to make time to 

connect with them. Some ideas that have helped my family are 1) making dinner together... During the week, 

each of my children has a turn helping me plan and prepare a meal. This is a chance for me to help explain the 

importance of nutritious meals to them (as we plan the meal), then talk to them about their day and what is 

going on in their lives while we prepare the meal. 2) My family and I have been reading the harry potter series 

together, and then at the conclusion of each book, we watch the movie and share a treat. For the first movie we 

made a “Happy Birthday Harry" cake. For the second we ate “every kind of jelly beans" (jelly belly’s), while 

watching the movie.  While it takes us a long time to finish a book, I cherish the few moments we have together 

each evening.  

Another great way to connect with your child is to help in his/her classroom, or offer to help with the class 

parties.  

I am so grateful for the opportunity I have to work with your children and do what I can to make this a great 

year for them and you! 

Sincerely, 

Deanna Lindley  

PTA president 

 

 
There will be Reflections open 
house held on November 5, 
from 5-6.  It is for all 
students who submitted a 
project for Reflections.  We 
can’t wait to see you there. 

Keep saving your box tops!  The Holiday 
season is a great time of year to collect them.  
They make a great contribution to our school 
and we appreciate all of the donations we 
receive. 

 

Room Parents 

Thank you to our wonderful Room 
Parents for making our Halloween 

room parties such spooky fun.  Every 
minute spent working on these 
parties is much appreciated! 

Thank you to all those who participated in our Red Ribbon 
Week.  We had a lot of fun and hope everyone enjoyed 

dressing up for the week.  

 

 

Thank you to all of our 

wonderful Watchdogs!  We 

love having you in our 

school.  You can continue to 

sign up in the office.   


